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H.R. 1902, THE CHARITABLE DONA-
TION ANTITRUST IMMUNITY ACT
OF 1977

HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 1997

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
support H.R. 1902, the Charitable Donation
Antitrust Immunity Act of 1997.

This bill continues Congress’ efforts, begun
in the 104th Congress, to protect charities
from abusive litigation. My colleagues may re-
call that this legislation was sparked by con-
cerns raised by a nationwide class-action law-
suit filed in Federal court in Texas in 1994.
That litigation charged that charitable gift an-
nuities and other similar products that are
widely used by charities, universities, and
other organizations to raise donated funds,
were issued in violation of the securities and
antitrust laws. That lawsuit caused great con-
cern among the charities and other organiza-
tions that were the suit’s target, which saw po-
tential liabilities in the billions of dollars as a
result of this litigation and the likely copycat
suits that would follow.

In 1995, the Commerce Committee moved a
bipartisan bill through the Congress to protect
these organizations against the securities alle-
gations raised in that lawsuit. That legislation,
H.R. 2519, which was supported by the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission, codified and
clarified existing administrative exemptions
that applied to charitable gift annuities and
similar products, which were never intended to
fall within the scope of the Federal securities
laws as charged by the plaintiffs in the Texas
lawsuit. That bill passed unanimously in the
Commerce Committee and received a re-
sounding vote of 421 to 0 in this body, where-
upon it was passed by the Senate on a voice
vote and, shortly thereafter, signed into law by
the President.

Concurrent with our efforts in the Commerce
Committee, the Judiciary Committee passed
companion legislation to address the antitrust
aspects of the Texas litigation.

Unfortunately, despite our success in the
last Congress, the threat that this litigation
presents to charitable and other organizations
that use charitable gift annuities and similar
products to raise funds has not gone away.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit
recently held that the 1995 antitrust legislation
was not broad enough to prevent the plaintiffs
from continuing their litigation in this area.
Thus, Chairman HYDE and his colleagues on
the Judiciary Committee have introduced leg-
islation that will clarify Congress’ intention and,
we hope, end the litigation threat to charitable
organizations across the country.

I am pleased to continue to support efforts
to preserve the ability of America’s charities,
universities, and other organizations to use
charitable gift annuities and similar products to
raise needed funds, and urge the President to
sign H.R. 1902 so that the needless threat to

these organizations can be laid to rest once
and for all.
f

HONORING THE WEST
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HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 1997

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a group of young women who
have achieved great feats, not only on the
basketball court, but also in the community. I
am speaking of the Virginia State High School
Basketball Champions, the West Springfield
Lady Spartans.

Their success on the basketball court
speaks for itself. In addition to winning the
State title they were ranked No. 1 in the
Washington metropolitan area by the Wash-
ington Post and No. 9 in the Nation by the
USA Today for the past season. However, it is
their endeavors off the court that have made
them true champions.

Not only did these ladies manage to main-
tain a 3.5 GPA as a team, they found time be-
tween studying and practicing to become ac-
tive in community service. Each Saturday after
practice the team would participate in the Spe-
cial Olympic program, where they would teach
mentally and physically challenged students
the game of basketball. In March they orga-
nized a free basketball clinic for young girls
between the ages of 5 and 16 that attracted
over 100 participants. During the Christmas
season the team embodied the spirit of the
season by assisting in a charity program
which provided toys and clothes to needy chil-
dren.

I am proud to recognize the Lady Spartans
not only for their excellence in basketball, but
for graciously donating their talents and ener-
gies to benefit others in the Springfield com-
munity. The example they have set in the
classroom, on the court, and in the community
is one that should be emulated by those who
follow them.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues will join
me today in honoring these fine young stu-
dent-athletes.
f

TRIBUTE TO T. NATHAN DOAN

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 1997

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, all of us have
special memories of Christmas time with our
families and friends. The excitement of Christ-
mas Eve, the delight of unopened presents on
Christmas morning, but most of all, we re-
member the mystery and magic of Santa
Claus. I have had the privilege and honor of
knowing the true Santa Claus in T. Nathan

Doan, who was a constituent, a friend, and an
inspiration to us all.

Nathan Doan, or Nate as he was known to
tens of thousands, passed away on May 19,
1997. He will be missed by his family and his
friends, but also by the thousands of people
whose lives he has so selflessly touched over
the span of his lifetime. Each year on Christ-
mas Eve, Nate’s car became Santa’s magical
sleigh soaring Nate and Mrs. Clause, his wife
Mary Ida, to the homes of Bay City’s children
to share the Christmas spirit. One of Santa’s
many elves would phone ahead to ensure that
the children at the next house were ready for
the visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Nate started his Santa career back in 1940.
He was to be a replacement Santa. Little did
he realize then that this was the beginning of
a career that would touch the lives of many
generations of not only the citizens of Michi-
gan, but citizens across the Nation and the
world.

In 1953, Nate attended the Charles W.
Howard Santa School in New York. He revis-
ited each year until 1966 when Charles How-
ard passed on. Nate stepped in to lead the
school keeping the legacy alive by training
more than 800 Santas. In 1967, 1968, and
again in 1980, Nate and his wife, Mary Ida,
traveled to Australia to share the magic of
Christmas.

Nate was very proud of Bay City and the
Bay City School District that employed him for
many years. As Santa, he would delight the
school children and always knew all the teach-
ers by name. However, Nate was proudest of
his role as husband to Mary Ida and father to
T. Nathan II and Jeffrey. Their loving support
for Nate’s legacy as Santa to the worlds’ chil-
dren enabled him to touch us all.

Nate was a deeply religious man and was
very active in his church. His divine inspiration
manifested itself, not just in his giving, but in
his sense of humor. Spending just a little time
with Nate meant sore cheeks from laughter
and another loving memory of a man with a
heart that could always make room for one
more person. Nate’s caring personality was in-
fectious and always left one with a positive
feeling.

Mr. Speaker, the world is a better place be-
cause of our Santa, Nate Doan. May his wife
and lifetime partner, Mary Ida, and his chil-
dren, Nate and Jeff, know that our thoughts
and prayers are with them. May they also
know that Nate will continue to live in the
memories of all of us that he so lovingly
touched.
f

FARMLAND PRESERVATION

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 1997

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
June 18, 1997 into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.
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